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Join the GSC or GRB

Michael Fleming, GSC Vice Chair

Would you like to improve graduate student life at Caltech? Do
you feel that itds time you gave something back to the graduate
student community? That is the mission of the Graduate Student
Council (GSC) and the Graduate Review Board (GRB), and we
are looking for new members for the coming year. There are no
speciyc skills or experience required. All you need is a desire
to make a difference in the lives of current and future Caltech
graduate students.

The GSC works hard to promote the quality of student life on
campus. We organize many social activities, support student
clubs, and sponsor career events. Over the last year the GSC
was responsible for events such as New Student Orientation,
Gradiators, GUSH, term parties, and the wine tour, and we helped
with local company tours. The GSC also represents the interests
of students to the Caltech faculty and administration. We have
representatives on more than twenty different institute committees,
including the Faculty Board and the supervisory committee for
the new $3 million Student Quality of Life Fund. In the wake of
the recent budget cuts, the diligent efforts of our representatives
resulted in the retention of our strong student health plan and in
the elimination of a planned dial-up access fee for students. Our
current projects include improving thesis advising, developing
a student maternity leave policy, and installing Ethernet in the
Catalinas. To be able to do all of this work, we require a large
and diverse group of student representatives. If you enjoy social
or career events, or if there is an aspect of campus life youdd
like to see improved, we would very much like you to join us by
becoming part of next yearés GSC board.

The GRB is a special GSC committee charged with upholding the
Honor Code for graduate students. It educates students regarding
the purpose, interpretation, and implementation of the Honor
Code, and it investigates and makes decisions regarding possible
violations. The existence of the Honor Code gives us unusual
privileges, such as take-home exams. Its continuance is made
possible only through the work of the GRB, which needs new
members to assist in Honor Code education and adjudication.

To join the GSC or GRB, complete the nomination form, which
can be found at psc.caltech.edu/forms/NominationForm.pdi,
and send it to fiGraduate Student Council, MS 16-58.0 You
only need to collect a few signatures to be eligible to sit on
the GSC Board or the GRB, and elections are generally not
required to become a representative. Nominations are due by
April 21, and new representatives will be welcomed onto the
GSC board at a transitional meeting in the yrst week of May. If
you have any guestions, please e-mail us at or
prbchair@caltech.edu.

The GSC Newsletter

April 2003 A Volume XVII A Number 7

I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the other board members
on a variety of different projects during my term as GSC Vice
Chair. | have also learned a great deal that will be useful in my
future career, from the intricacies of university administration to
how to organize successful social events. I hope that you take this
opportunity to have a similar experience and, at the same time, to
make a difference to student life at Caltech!

Join a GSC Committee
Michael Fleming, GSC Vice Chair

There are also opportunities to get involved without ofycially
joining the GSC. We welcome volunteers to help organize
individual events, to work on speciyc issues, or to represent us
on institute committees. For more information, please check the
committee updates in this newsletter, send us an e-mail, or visit
the ficommitteeso link on the GSC web page at psc.caltech.edd. If
you would like to join one of the committees, all you need to do is
send an e-mail to the appropriate address.
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GSC Membersi Meeting

Chip Sumner, GSC Chair

We invite all graduate students to bring questions, concerns, or
items of interest to the GSCos annual Membersd Meeting. It will
be held on May 1 at noon in Winnett Club Room 1 (on the second
poor of Winnett). This is likely to be a short meeting, so please
arrive promptly if you would like to participate. It would also
be helpful, although not required, for you to send us an e-mail
describing any items that you would like to see discussed.

The Membersd Meeting will be immediately followed by the May
Board of Directors meeting, which will include the election of
new ofycers and the transition of power to the new Board. As
always, all members of the Caltech community are invited to
attend this meeting as guests.

International Week

Jim Endrizzi, International Student Programs

Youbre invited to participate in Caltechds International Week
celebration, which began on Sunday, April 13, and will culminate
on Friday, April 18, with the Annual Food Fair & Culture Show.
Join us in celebrating and recognizing the many countries and
cultures represented in the Caltech community. There are noon
concerts on Monday and Wednesday, lunch events on Tuesday (at
the Athenaeum) and Thursday (at the Center for Student Services),
a trip to the Japanese-American National Museum and Little
Tokyo on Thursday evening, and an International Film Festival
showing foreign ylms each evening. We encourage everyone
to attend as many events as possible! For more information,
including a detailed list of events, visit lwww.isp.caltech.eduf
{About Us/news events.html.

Craftsman Brewery Tour

Michael Johnson

Come join us for a tour of the local Craftsman Brewery in
Pasadena on Saturday, April 26. Brewmaster Mark Jilg will give
us a tour of the beer-brewing facilities, and then we will have the
chance to sample some of their ynest microbrews.

Space is limited to 40 people, so please RSVP to Michael Johnson
at johnsonm@caltech.edy.

10%06 Off at Broad Caf®

for Graduate Students
Heather Cox, GSC Quality of Life Committee

Dining Services is offering a pat 10% discount at Broad
Caf® for graduate students (thanks to Andr® Malli® and the
Quality of Life Committee). Mention it at the register to get a
daily discount on Broadfs deli sandwiches, hot dogs, and other
delicacies.
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GSC Newsletter Archives

Back issues of The GSC Newsletter are archived online at
pscnews.caltech.edy.

Everhart Lecture Series

Ramesh Srinivasan, Everhart Lecture Series Committee

The second Everhart lecture, fiTangled Physics: Superstring
Theory and the AdS/CFT Conjecture,0 will be given by lan
Swanson, graduate student in the Division of Physics, Mathematics
and Astronomy, on Thursday, April 24, at 4 PM in Lees-Kubota
Lecture Hall (Room 101 Guggenheim). Refreshments will be
served at 3:45 PM.

Abstract: The holy grail of theoretical physics is to ynd a
description of nature that uniyes gravity and quantum mechanics.
Superstring theory, a quantum-mechanical solution that treats
fundamental particles as microscopic vibrating strings, is arguably
the most promising candidate. The existence of supersymmetry
and quantum gravity is implied by string theory, and superstring
models seem to resemble the more conventional particle-based
theories that describe accelerator physics. The characteristic
energies of superstrings, however, prevent a direct experimental
veriycation of the proposal. In fact, it is difycult to formulate
string theory in a way that precisely reproduces standard physical
phenomenology.

In an effort to span the gap between theoretical quantum gravity
and experimental particle physics, theorists proposed the AdS/
CFT conjecture, a duality argument stating that string theory
compactiyed on a certain conyguration of spacetime (known as
AdS, x §°) is physically equivalent to a point-particle theory whose
symmetries are similar to those seen nature. Since its conception
in 1997, the AdS/CFT conjecture has not been deynitively
proven, and string theory is unsolved in the AdS, x S* background.
This spacetime, however, is intimately related to the so-called
polarized-plane-wave (or pp-wave) geometry, a background in
which string theory is soluble. In an attempt to come closer to
proving the AdS/CFT conjecture, our research group has explored
superstring theory in the intermediate spacetime between AdS,
x S®and the pp-wave limit. We believe our yndings represent a
valuable step in understanding how superstrings can provide a
framework for quantum gravity and, at low energies, conspire to
create a particle-like universe.

Each year, the Everhart Lecture Series (formerly known as
the Distinguished Graduate Student Lecture Series) presents
three lectures by outstanding Caltech graduate students in
which they describe their research and its relationship to recent
developments, problems, and controversies in their yelds of
study. Everhart Lecturers are chosen by a committee of their peers
for research excellence and their ability to communicate to a wide
Caltech audience. Each speaker is awarded a $500 honorarium
and recognition at Commencement. Visit the ELS web page at
fvww.its.caltech.edu/~eld for more information, lecture abstracts,
and schedules. The Everhart Lectures are sponsored by the
Graduate Ofyce, GSC, Campus Auxilliary & Business Services,
and Graduate Housing.
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Academics Committee
Lauren Webb, GSC Academics Committee

Thank you to everyone who nominated a teacher or mentor for the
annual GSC Teaching and Mentoring Awards. The awards will be
presented at the end of the spring term.

Our next meeting will be on April 17 at 12:30 PM at Avery.

Quality of Life Committee
Heather Cox, GSC Quality of Life Committee

The Quality of Life Committee addresses issues affecting the
quality of graduate student life at Caltech. This includes issues
like health care, parking, athletics, dial-up fees, and institute
artwork. Our meetings are at the Red Door Caf® on the second
Monday of every month from 576 PM, and we welcome anyone
to attend our committee meetings.

This month we have helped clarify the Workersd Comp regulations
as they relate to students by writing an e-mail to the Health
Center, Safety, Security, and our Workersd Comp representative.
If youdre interested in this topic, please see the web site
www.hr.caltech.edu/Beneyts/workerscomp.htrr, which explains
these regulations in detail. (Please note, however, that Caltech
discourages co-workers and supervisors from transporting injured
employees, due to liability issues.) We have also had a meeting
with Vice President Horvath to discuss the new parking lot to
be built under the north recreational yelds. The Faculty Parking
Committee will be reconvening shortly to discuss several issues.
On their agenda: instituting parking charges at Caltech. If you
would like to contribute to the discussion, e-mail us or come to
our next meeting.

If you have any comments on our current efforts or ideas for new
projects, feel free to join us or contact us at gscqol@caltech.edy.

Lab Reviews Survey
Julie Fry, Lab Reviews Editor

In the summer of 2001, the GSC distributed a survey to all
Caltech Ph.D. alumni of the last 10 years that asked about
their research experience. The survey primarily addresses
the style of work in the research group and the nature of
the advisor-student relationship, with the goal of providing
aggregate survey results as a resource to incoming students
in choosing a research group for their thesis work. Response
thus far has been very good, and we continue to collect results
at Wwwuw.its.caltech.edu/~alumni/phdsurvey.htm. Once there
are enough responses from a given research group to ensure

anonymity, wedll begin making the results available on the
GSC web site at gsc.caltech.edy.

Please spread the word to any graduating friends or colleagues
and help us assemble this resource. Questions/comments?

Underrepresented Students
Committee

Marissa Mock, GSC Underrepresented Students Committee

The US Committee is committed to serving students who have
been historically underrepresented on campus. Our committee
includes the graduate student representatives to the Ad Hoc
Childcare Committee of the Faculty Board, the committee that is
redrafting Caltechds diversity statement, and the Foreign Students
and Scholars Committee of the Faculty Board. In the past year we
also participated in the advisory committee during the formation
of the Womends Center/Postdoc Association Mentoring Program
for female graduate students. In consultation with the Young
Health Center, we created an informative pyer on Repetitive
Stress Injuries that was distributed to all new graduate students
at New Student Orientation. We successfully completed a project
to redraft the GSC bylaw on Nondiscrimination; the new bylaw
permits the GSC to fund and support inclusive events hosted by
organizations that also occasionally host exclusive events (e.g.,
Women in Engineering, Science, and Technology (WEST) and
the Caltech Black Graduate Students Association). As part of this
project, we drafted a polite letter to deny support to organizations
requesting help or funding for exclusive events. To promote social
activities that are more welcoming to underrepresented groups,
we hosted a very successful GUSH on the Beckman Lawn that
included non-traditional beverages and lawn games. We are
currently working with WEST to develop a quality of life survey
for graduate students that will be administered in the third term of
the 2002-2003 academic year. We are also planning to meet with
the administration to discuss cultural sensitivity and clashes in
communication styles on campus.

We hope interested students will join us in our efforts. You can
be a member of the committee without joining the GSC, and
we welcome any level of involvement. If you have an idea for
a project we should undertake, wedd also like to hear about that.
Please send an e-mail to gscus@caltech.edu; you can visit our
web site at lvww.its.caltech.edu/~gscus.

Publications Committee

Steve Pracko, GSC Publications Committee

Representatives from the Publications Committee recently met
with members of Caltechds Public Relations ofyce. The PR team
gave us an overview of their organization and the services they
provide at the institute, and we discussed ways in which we could
work together to beneyt both the GSC and Caltech as a whole.
The initial talks were quite positive, and the suggestion was made
that we should have similar meetings on a regular basis.

The Publications Committee has set our monthly meeting time to
be the last Thursday of each month at noon in Avery dining hall.
We invite any graduate students interested in working with the
Publications Committee to contact us at gscpubs@caltech.edy
or to come to one of our meetings. The committeeds web site at

Contact Julie Fry, Lab Reviews Editor, at fry@caltech.edu.

fvww.its.caltech.edu/~gscpubg contains links to all of the GSC

Thank you!
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publications, as well as minutes of the committee meetings.
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Standing GSC Committees

Committee

Deals with .

E-mail (__@caltech.edu) and
web site (www.its.caltech.edu/~_)

Housing availability and cost, Caltech Graduate Housing

Housing

policies and lottery, Catalina Ethernet, Catalina Housing

gschous

Community Coordinator (CHCC) program

Remember, any graduate student may join a GSC committee or volunteer to help with a particular project,
with no further obligation or time commitment beyond what you wish to contribute.

Housing Committee

Steve Pracko, GSC Housing Committee

This month members of the Housing Committee participated
in the yrst meeting of the working group that will advise the
administration on the Catalina Ethernet project. The consensus of
the group is that the project should go forward, and we have been
told that the administration would be willing to lend the initial
funds for construction and equipment. Installation would take
6112 months and would provide the same 100 Mb/s connectivity
as the rest of CITNet on a fione-port-per-pillowo basis, meaning
each apartment would have a number of Ethernet ports equal to
the number of bedrooms in that apartment.

The installation must be cost-neutral to the institute; Graduate
Housing would have to pay back the loan within a set period of
time & no longer than 10 years. Including the ITS fitechnology
feed for routine maintenance and upgrades, presently $83
per year, the bottom line for Catalina residents would be a
charge of $20 per month during the period of repayment. This
charge would be applied to everyone living in the Catalinas,
regardless of whether or not an individual used the Ethernet
service.

The working group has asked us to gather feedback from the
graduate student body to this proposal, speciycally with regard
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to the question of the affordability of the $20 per month charge.
Please send any questions or comments you have about the
Catalina Ethernet project to gschous@caltech.ed.

Because we suspect this is a topic of interest for a considerable
number of people, the Housing Committee will be organizing
a town hall meeting for graduate students within the next
few weeks, at which we can provide additional information
regarding the project and answer questions. Watch for a future
announcement for the time and place of the meeting.

Social Committee
Jeff Bergthorson, GSC Social Committee

A tour of the Craftsman Brewery is scheduled for Saturday, April
26. If you are interested in learning the secrets of beer-making (or
just in beer-drinking) RSVP to johnsonm@caltech.edu. Space is
limited to 40 people.

In a similar theme, although with a bit more class, a tour of the
Santa Barbara vineyards is scheduled for Saturday, May 10.
Space will also be limited to around 40 people, so please RSVP to
jeffb@caltech.edd if you are interested in coming along!

Upcoming events include an Ice Cream Social and our monthly
GUSHes.
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